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Hon. Ajit Pai

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Pai:

[ write to you on behalf of the Flatbush Jewish Community Coalition (FJCC), which is seeking radio
frequency in the New York City area. In light of recent bomb threats, vandalism, and general anti-Semitic
activity, the timing is right to permit organizations like the FJCC to obtain radio frequency to keep
residents informed and updated.

Many strict adherents to Jewish orthodoxy do not permit television, mass media newspapers, or general
radio stations in their homes. A community-based radio station would permit timely news transmissions
to this population on issues ranging from terror attacks to health updates to homeland security advisories.

The FJICC informed me that they have reached out to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
regarding an LPFM frequency, but the FCC informed the FICC that the last filing period ended in
October 2013. However, it appears that the FCC provided LPR frequency to a different religious
broadcaster in Brooklyn last year: Bridgelight, LLC “The Bridge” FM TX Station W236CH, which is
operating 95.1 MHz in New York City.

I respectfully ask the FCC to consider permitting local religious broadcasters to operate in New York
City, and further ask the FCC to please look into whether frequency has been provided to other operators
since the filing period closed in October 2013.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Cary Leizerowski, Legislative Counsel, at
(202) 225-3371.

Sincerely,

P \n%o-_%
Daniel M. Donovan, Jr.

Member of Congress
1 1™ District of New York



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF June 5, 2017
THE CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Daniel M. Donovan
U.S. House of Representatives
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Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Donovan:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Flatbush Jewish Community Coalition’s (FJCC) interest
in obtaining a license to operate a low power FM station (LPFM) in the New York City area. I
understand that FICC believes that it may have received incorrect advice about applying for an LPFM
station. It was told that the Commission has not accepted LPFM applications since October 2013, but
recently learned that last fall the Commission licensed Bridgelight, LLC (Bridgelight) to operate a radio
station in New York City. I can assure you that FICC received accurate advice; the Commission has
neither accepted nor granted LPFM applications filed after October 2013.

Although the Commission granted Bridgelight permission to begin broadcasting last year, its
facility, W236CH, is not an LPFM station but an FM translator station. Bridgelight filed its application
for this FM translator station in March 2003 during a filing window only for FM translator stations.
Bridgelight’s application was then temporarily frozen, along with over 6,500 others, while the
Commission considered how to provide opportunities for FM translators and LPFM stations on the same
limited spectrum. In November 2013, following several rulemaking proceedings and close of the October
2013 LPFM filing window, the Commission was able to authorize Bridgelight to construct its earlier-
proposed FM translator. In October 2016, Bridgelight’s station became licensed to begin broadcasting.

I can understand how FJCC might find this situation confusing—it may help if I explain the
difference between LPFM and FM translator stations. Although both LPFM and FM translator stations
are low power facilities, FM translator stations are licensed for the limited purpose of retransmitting the
signals of either a full power (AM or FM) radio station or another FM translator station. FM translators
are not allowed to originate their own programming, except to acknowledge or solicit financial support or
to provide emergency warnings of imminent danger. Accordingly, Bridgelight’s W236CH in Fort
Greene, New York, retransmits Bridgelight’s FM translator station W276AQ in Fort Lee, New Jersey,
which, in turn, rebroadcasts Bridgelight’s full service, noncommercial educational FM station, WJUX in
South Fallsburg, New York. In contrast, LPFM stations are designed to be a forum for nonprofits,
schools, religious organizations, community centers, and others to provide commercial-free radio service
that covers about three to five miles.

In this case, Commission staff correctly advised FICC that there is not currently a filing window
in which to apply for an LPFM frequency. Moreover, New York City is a spectrum-limited market and
the ability of an organization to find a frequency in that area on which to propose a new radio station
would be difficult if not impossible, even for low power operations. However, there are other options
available to FJCC. First, FJCC may purchase an AM or FM station on the secondary market just as they
would any other commercial business or real estate. Second, FICC may purchase a block of time on an
existing station. Third, FICC may arrange to operate on an existing radio station’s “sidebands.”
Although content broadcast over sidebands cannot be heard on ordinary radio receivers, given that
FJCC’s intended audiences do not permit general radio stations into their homes, the need for listeners to
purchase a special radio might not be a drawback. Finally, FICC could consider operating an Internet
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radio station. To pursue this option, FJCC would need to contact its Internet service provider to obtain a
service capable of transmitting streaming media; FJICC’s audience would listen on computers, smart
phones, or other Internet-enabled devices.

I hope this information is helpful. Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

(o V 4
i (7“/\
jit V. Pai
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